




























































NOTE ON 

INTRODUCTION OF POSTAL BALLOT PAPER SYSTEM IN IOA 

 
The introduction of Postal Ballot Paper System for those members who are not able 

to attend the AGM for the purpose of voting to exercise their democratic rights was 

discussed in detail. 

 

Most of our I.O.A. Life Members, Senior Citizens living in Chennai/in all districts of 

Tamil Nadu and some other members settled in few states of India, are NOT ABLE 

TO EXERCISE their franchise on the day of Election in I.O.A. campus due to their 

inability to visit IOA one day before or on Poll day in view of long distance Two Way 

travel and some other health related issues to reach IOA.  Hence, they have 

requested the IOA administration orally many times to introduce POSTAL BALLOT 

SYSTEM so as to enable them to exercise their VOTING RIGHTS. 

 

The IOA Election is conducted as per the procedure given below : 

1) Appointment of Returning Officer in consultation with E.C. Members 

2) Notification for Election by the Returning Officer 

3) Filing Nominations for Election to various posts 

4) Scrutiny of nomination papers, withdrawal and final publication of list of 

contesting candidates 

5) After AGM, Voting and counting of Ballot papers and declaration of results 

thereafter as early as possible. 

Once the voting by Postal Ballot Paper is approved,  

the new procedure is proposed as follows : 

1) Appointment of Returning Officer. 

2) Notification and schedule for Election. 

3) Informing all the eligible voters to send request messages about their 

willingness to exercise their votes through Postal Ballot Papers. 

4) Sending the prescribed format to all the eligible voters who are willing to 

exercise their votes through Postal Ballot Papers. 

5) Calling Nominations for Election to various posts. 



6) Scrutiny of nomination papers, withdrawal and publication of Final List of 

contesting candidates. 

7) Sending Ballot Papers of contesting candidates through post to those voters 

already expressed their willingness to exercise their votes through Postal 

Ballot Papers by affixing required Postal Stamps by the R.O. 

8) Receipt of Postal Ballot Papers up to the day prior to AGM (i.e. Pre Poll Day). 

9) After completion of AGM, there will be voting of members present in the 

General Body and also by the members who have come for voting within the 

prescribed time limit.  After the Poll is completed, counting of Ballot Papers 

including Postal Ballot Papers and declaration of results process will continue. 

 

The system of Postal Ballot Paper is being implemented in Nadigar Sangam Election.  

The Nadigar Sangam (ந க  ச க ) is also comes under Societies of 

Registration Act, 1975.  The extract of bye-laws of Nagar Sangam is given below :  

“வா கள  த தி ெப ற, ெச ைன நகர எ ைல தா  

வசி  உ பன க , த க  வா கைள தபா  ல  

அ பலா . எதி பாராத காரண களா  ெச ைன நகர 

எ ைல  வசி  உ பன க  ெவள  ெச ல ேந தா  

த த அ தா சிைய ேத த  அதிகா ய ட  த  ப ச தி  

தபா  ல  வா கள க வா பள கலா . “ 

 

Some of the Members have stated that the voting by Postal Ballot Paper is against 

the provisions of the Tamil Nadu Societies Registration Act, 1975.  

According to the Tamil Nadu Societies Registration Act, Section 15(3) :- 

“The members of the committee shall be appointed at a meeting of the society 

by a resolution of a majority of the members present and entitled to vote 

thereat.” 

“But as a convention even the members who have not attended the General 

Body Meeting is allowed to vote on poll day and elect the members of their 

choice.  This convention is not objected by any member or by the Registrar of 

Societies.” 



 

The Election will be conducted on a fixed day only at IOA complex where the 

Returning Officer is sitting.  Only those Members who are unable to come to Chennai 

due to illness, health condition, in view of long distance to travel, etc. to cast their 

vote by postal ballot paper.  Those Members who have given their willingness to vote 

through Postal Ballot Paper, the Ballot Paper will be sent to them only for voting.  The 

ballot paper will not be sent to all the Members as a routine matter.  It is the duty of 

the Returning Officer to get their willingness of our Members and after ascertaining 

their eligibility the ballot will be sent to them for voting. 

 

The apprehension of the some of the Members that voting through Postal Ballot 

Paper is against the Provisions of Tamil Nadu Societies Registration Act, 1975. 

 

The Tamil Nadu Societies Registration Act, 1975 has given ample powers to the 

Association.  The Societies Registration Act Rule under heading Bye-Law  6(n) “The 

Constitution of the Committee specified in Section 15, the qualification of the 

Members of the Committee, their term of office and the procedure for their 

appointment and re-appointment.  Based on the above Section Rule 6(n) of the Act, 

our IOA bye-laws are framed to conduct election to elect Office Bearers and 

Executive Committee Members.   

 

According to IOA bye-laws, Section 22,  “All contested elections shall be by 

secret ballot.  The procedure of elections shall be formulated separately by the 

Executive Committee”. 

 

According to the above Section and thereby the Tamil Nadu Societies Registration 

Act, 1975 and thereafter the Rule 6(n) of the Act, the introduction of voting by Postal 

Ballot Paper is not against any provisions of the Tamil Nadu Societies Registration 

Act, 1975.    

 

A case was filed by one Dr.K.Rajkumar LM No.3610 in the City Civil Court against 

the introduction of Postal Ballot Paper Voting.  The petition filed by Dr.K.Rajkumar 

was dismissed.  The Court observed that “ேமற்ப  ரி ல் Section 15(3) 



Tamil Nadu Societies Registration Act, 1975 ேதரத்லான  

ேநரி யாகத்தான் நடத்தப்பட ேவண் ம் என் ம், அஞ்சல் 

வா லாக நடத்தக் டா  என்  ப் ட்  தைட ள்ளதாக காண 

ய ல்ைல. மாறாக ேமற்ப  சட்டப் ரிவான  ேதரத் ல் 

ஆஜரா  வாக்களிக் ம் உ ப் னரக்ளின், ெப ம்பான்ைம 

உ ப் னரக்ள் ேதர்  ெசய்வைதத்தான் க் றேதயன் , 

ேதரத் ல் ஆஜராவ  என்ப  ேநரி யாகத்தான் ஆஜராக 

ேவண் ம் என்ேறா, அஞ்சல் வா லாக ேதரத் ல் ஆஜரா  

வாக்களிக்கக் டா  என்ேறா ப் ட்  றப்பட ல்ைல. 

என்ேவ, ர வா ன் தரப் ல் இயற்றப்ப வதாக ட் ள்ள 

ர்மானமான  ரி  15(3)ற்  எ ராக ர்மானம் 

இயற்றப்ேபாவதக ம தாரர் தரப் ல் ன்னிைலப்ப த்தப்ப ம் 

வாதமான  ஏற்கத்தக்கதல்ல என்பதாக இந் நீ  மன்றம் 

ர்மானிக் ற ”. 

 

Therefore considering my explanation and observation of the Court, I request all the 

Members to consider the voting system through Postal Ballot Paper by those 

Members who have given their willingness to vote through Postal Ballot Paper 

system.   

 

The voting through Postal Ballot Paper will give all the Members the right to cast their 

vote, living outside Chennai who are unable to travel long distance and those 

Members unable to come in person to vote due to health reasons or age factor, etc.   

 

The Members may discuss the Introduction of Voting through Postal Ballot Paper and 

pass resolution accordingly. 



Status Report on Modfurn Cases 
 

M/s. Modfurn Systems (India) Pvt. Ltd. and M/s. Jayabharatham 
Furniture & Appliances Pvt. Ltd. have not paid the agreed enhanced 
monthly rent in principle to the IOA.  Therefore the following 3 cases 
have been filed against them.  

I. CS No.528/2019 :  In this case, to recover rental arrears of 
Rs.6,22,68,474/- with 12% interest. The final judgement from 
the Hon’ble High Court of Madras is reserved by the Hon’ble 
Judge.  The pronouncement of the Judgement is expected at 
any moment of time. 
 

II. CS No.90/2021 : In this case, to recover rental arrears of 
Rs.1,66,34,358/-.  The cross examination against the 
Defendants viz M/s. Modfurn and M/s. Jayabharatham is to be 
recorded in the master Court IV of the Hon’ble High Court of 
Madras very soon.  In the plantiff, in addition to other expenses 
to be accounted and liable by the Defendants at the rate of 
Rs.1,63,779/- per annum till the date of vacation is also filed. 

 
III. OS No.3352/2024 : This case is filed in the City Civil Court to 

recover rental arrears of Rs.39.38,503/-.  The case is under 
active trial. 

 

Senior Advocate Thiru A.R.L. Sundaresan is being engaged to conduct 
the above cases I and II in the High Court of Madras and Advocate Thiru 
C.P. Sivamohan is being engaged to conduct the above case III and 
other cases in the City Civil Court. 

******** 
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